Zimbabwe at a Glance

Population
11,669,029

Language
English, Shona,
Ndebele

Religion
Christian: 71%
Traditional Ethnic: 26%
Non-religious: 1%

The Children
Children now make up
half of the population of

Africa. Many in urban ar-

eas are reduced to living
on the streets, surviving
through begging, theft

and violence
(Statistics from the Viva Network,
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A Vision for Vocational
Training

Biblical directives are explicitly
clear that God worked six days and
man ought to do like-wise. For this
reason, when God created Adam,

.| He didn’t put him on a beach, but in a

garden to work. A person who doesn't
want to work should not eat, the Bible
says. Thus laboring to earn one’s
livelihood brings personal dignity and
meaning to life. Begging degrades.

In reality, much of Africa, including Zimbabwe, is littered with an
aimless stream of beggar-type young people who waste their youth-
ful vigor on the streets. They are without family and without God in
life. HIV/AIDS is disseminating them in large numbers. What should
be done to restore them to God, to reinstate their dignity and rehabili-
tate them back as productive members of society? To restore them
to God, the gospel must be preached and taught. To regain self-
dignity, they must work. To work, they must have a skill. To this end
Berachah Vocational Training Institute exists to rehabilitate the whole

person.

Goals of Berachah Vocational Training Institute

To reduce unemployment through self-employment

To engage idle hands and heads into the National Economic

Growth

To instill a spirit of self-initiative, self-reliance, self-discipline,

self-culture, and diligence.

To encourage character development through the Word of God

To build into a student a sense of self-worth and duty towards

God, family and nation.

-by Newmann and Marianne Muzvondiwa, directors of Berachah.

Still in the construction
phase, the Muzvondiwa’s
hope to have the school
built and running as soon
as possible. Pray for
skilled workers and
finances to make this
possible.

Laying the foundations



Hope for Zimbabwe:
A Clear Vision

Newman and Marianne Muzvondiwa,
founders of Berachah Vocational
Training Institute

In the year 2000, in the middle of fuel and other shortages in
Zimbabwe, school construction began. Progress was uphill from scratch,
but the vision was as clear as the full moon at midnights. God met us at
every step. Provisions arrived as they were needed. The country’s
misfortunes turned out to be opportunities for further progress in our
construction work.

The first phase was to build a house, shed, and a rondavel (grass-
roofed hut), drill a borehole for drinking water, plant fruit trees, install an
irrigation system and begin other preparations like making bricks, etc.

Right now the construction of the main complex has begun.
It will house the student dormitories, classrooms, computer room, meeting

hall, four teacher’s apartments, a kitchen, a library, etc. The completion of the main complex will mark
the beginning of Phase 2, that of officially opening the school and commencing training.

Curriculum: Berachah plans to offer courses like
business management, carpentry, car maintenance,
computers, commercial property, confectionery,
cooking, dress-making, leather craft, farming,
mushroom growing, poultry, welding, etc.

Self-supporting: The school endeavors to be self-
supporting, and an infrastructure towards that goal is
being set up. For example, trees have been planted
and their fruit is already being harvested for the local
market.  Fruit juice is also being made on site.
An irrigation system has been set up to ensure a

food-supply for the school.

Plowing the field to prepare for the foundation

Future Vision: Our vision is to open branches

in other parts of Zimbabwe and across the
borders into Mozambique, South Africa, and
Zambia. Courses would be added and updated
to meet the ever-increasing challenge and rapid

changes around us.

The Rondavel (above)

The tractor shed (right)




